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DAILY NEWS, Sunday, April 6, 1986

BASEBALL PREVIEW

NEW YORX
Aug. 5, 1998
IT WAS AS if all the years had |

collided now in The K Korner, the,
4 noise exploding into baseball’s
fhost famous section of stands like a
Dwight Gooden fastball, noise that
had started back in 1984, when The
Doctor was 19. He is not 19 anymore.
He is 33 years old, and the fastball
has some gray to it, like Gooden's
hair, and there is some thickness to
the middle, some bulge to the jowls
that is not all chewing tobacco. But
yesterday, as he faced former team-
mate Shawn Abner in front of 55,000
at Shea, it was as if Dwight Gooden
had stayed a teenager forever, as
though the Ks hanging over the fac-
. .ng of the upper deck were a new
idea. ¥
" Onece more, they were begging for
Gooden heat at Shea, begging for a
strikeout. Only this strikeout would
be a little different. It would produce
win No. 300.
it was the top of the ninth. The
Mets led the Los Angeles Dodgers,
4.2, The bases were loaded. Abner at
the plate. Abner: Gooden's teammate
for 11 seasons and three world
championships with the Mets. Abnet:
L. MVP three seasons running.
Abper: the man who signed that 3
staggering $25-million, five-year con-
tract with the Dodgers last winter.
Abner: the hitter known as “the right-
handed Mattingly.”
Gooden vs. Abner. One strike from
300. s
] never thought about taking him
out,” Met manager Wally Backman
would say afterward. “It’s the same
now as when Doc and I started out
back in "lhé '80s: You walk fo the
mound like you're going to take him
out, you might as well paint a bulls-

okie of the Year, Dwight Gooden can stili smoke ‘em ke |
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IIE&T?N;G UP: Fourteen seasons after winning Ro

eye on your bleepin’ butt” ~ doubled home another run in the fifth  Dodger manager Pete Rose Sr. made In the first Mets-Dodgers series, in
He's the only 33year-old in his- and, by the sixth, a familiar celebra- the move to ‘Abner, who had been June, the Dodgers had missed.
tory whp wins his 300th and ha§ you tion had begun in The K Korner. expected to miss this Mets-Dodgers Gooden, who'd pitched the last game
wondering what the heck took him so “The rest of us bear cheers,” says series because of a wrist injury. - of the Mets-Giants series in San Jose

long,” Mets president and general Strawberry. “The Doc, he's always “Pete said, ‘You wanr:a take a shot the Sunday before his team left E_or

_ manager Tom:Seaver would say from heard jet engines at this ballpark.” " at your old buddy?’ " said Abner. “1 LA. e

the other side of Backman's office. It In the ninth, however, Gooden fal- said sure. Hell, Dwight makes you: ; el T
had been 13 years and'one day since tered with two outs. He walked Pete  wrist feel bad e D S Ab‘;,\:,hfi;g’e%pﬁ?s"}f;t.;e'ga;o‘ﬁg;%‘;’g
Seaver had won his 300th “Dwight Rose Jr. to start the inning, hit ~ “When I saw Shawn at the bat shouted, -Good luck, oldtimer”
probably will win 450 or so before cleanup man Jose Canseco, theh rack” said ‘Gooden, “I was hoping Gooden offered a little bow.
he's done. I look at him sometimes walked shortstop Mariano Duncan, Wally would leave me in. I'd always And, with the count 2:2 .'.rhé Doc-

' and think to myself that I worked a the comebacking Dodger ‘shortstop wondered what it would be like 10 ¢or reached back across 15 bigleague

different job.” A who missed the 1997 season after. face him in a game, you know, with - p

The 300th did not come easy rotatorcuff surges v. Bases loaded. the money on the table” ; "X’;zorg:' a:gr?hs:e _fxgve(;yv_.:fy%gnlgl
yesterday against the Dodgers and : - . Fika s S 201 e ; d ‘that h'a'(i - = tw' ner:s .335{_ Kl
37.year-ocld Fernando Valenzuela, a gl e e Ai?d in BX;J%':S s:ﬁ'nr;o-ah tmi’sgeg

member of The 300 Club since 1996 | % y

Gooden had coasted through most.of fallpe i ’ o §| Gooden had the 300th wi
the game, striking out eight in the - : e, E TRk just 140 Josses. S Sy

! D = : : L - b Cateher Barry Lyons got -to

i -.Gooden first, lifting him into the air.

Elster was next.  Strawberry,

‘Gooden's .best friend on the team

since the beginning, joined  the

o Selebration from first base, hiiRes
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tion since July 4. The scoreboard just
showed one letler: “K,” The svund
system at Shea pl ayed Bob Dylan's
“Fgrever Young.” The ovatlon at
Shea, for once, drowned out the
sound of an incoming Alr Canada jet.

§ A microphone was brought to
home plate. Gooden siepped to the

. microphone. The crowd noise at Shea
 got louder. Gooden {finally waved

I ~ them into silence.

- “This moment meaus a gr eat deal
""{o me, for a lot of reasons,” he said.
T'm proud to join Tom Seaver as
~someone who's won 300 I'm proud
~ that I was able to get a great player,
 and a guy I'll always thitk of &s my
. friend, Shawn Abner, for the last out.
~ And I'm most proud that No. 300
~ came here at Shea, where I've heen

. lueky enough to pitch in front of the
t fans in baseball for my entire

j ~career, And where 1 promise you 1

¥ wﬂl finish my career, as long as the
‘Mets are willing.”

The 10-year contract Gooden

- signed back in 1989 finishes up at the
. énd of this season and there had been
&”me speculatlon that Gooden, for

M3IA3Ed T

NEXT STOP, 400?: Gooden burnad Rose's Dodgers, paid homage 10 GM Tom Seaver and vowed 1o finish
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e first time in his career, might try
" agency. He and Seaver engaged
!.;_m that highly public feud last fall
when Seaver dismissed Tucker
Aszhfoid as Mets manager after the
team was swept by the San Jose |
Giants in the NL Championship
Series. But Seaver appeased Gooden
by hiring Backman as manager, and
learly, on the day Gooden Joined
Seaver in The 300 Club, all was well
. between The Dustor -and the mam §
= lmmm to Met fans as Boss Seaver.
At the microphone, Gooden finally |
turned and gave & formal military
qalute toward The K Korner. k!

© “It is nice to know,” he said, “that
t ~you all up’ there are still crazy —
| f“ ‘about me — after all these years.”
in the clubhouse, a cake with “300”
1"‘wntten on top was wheeled in. And
finally, Gooden sat in front of his
locker and talked about where this
- event rarked in 2 careerfilled with 50

| 3 many lummous events.

I3 “You know,” he said, “there was a
| ; time when I thought the fans would

1

r.i¢e

never really forgive me for the Mat-
tmgly homer.” He was referring, of
course, to what has been called the

‘most dramatic World Series moment SPEC!M‘

_ ever: Don Mattingly’s three- run, bot-

- tom-of- the-ninth homer off Gooden at
~ Yankee Stadium in Game 7 of the

1986 Subway Series. -

- Gooden had taken a no-hifter —
and a 2-0 lead — into the bottom.of the
~ninth *that night. He walked Rickey

~ Henderson and Henry Cotto and Mat-
tingly’s home run ended up in the
fn‘st row of the upper deck

G P W L SO ERA
(1984 31 219 7 5 276 260 |
1985 35 277 24 4 268 153 |
| 1085 36 287 24 7 272 196
1987 57 297 20 11 215 277

about the Mets’ World Sénes
vxctory the next year, when
‘Davey Johnson was still manager.
And then the two World Series in the
under Ashford. And the Cy
ngs, and the Ks, over 2,800 of
hem already, and the home run off
e Rijo that won the 1989 All-Star
ame. Finally, it was time to go
“home.
“Don’t make me sound old in the
morrow, guys,” he said, put-
aréund the shoulder of
think I've still got a few
t in me. And you,_know 18

38 290 21 10 264 242
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